
are you thinking about a new bathroom? 

the 11 critical things you must consider in order to avoid                                     

costly mistakes and get the new bathroom you really love. 



are you thinking about a new bathroom? 

the 11 critical things you must consider in order to avoid                                     

costly mistakes and get the new bathroom you really love. 

welcome to this special guide... 

Hello, 

 

In today’s very busy world, where we are all expected to work hard, play 

hard and sleep less, there seems to be very little time for us to really relax 

and unwind. For many, one of the best ways to escape from the daily grind 

is to take a refreshing shower after work or a leisure activity, or maybe 

indulge in a long soak in a hot bath. 

 

But if, when you finally get the time, your bathroom lets you down with 

cracked tiles, leaking taps and broken plumbing, you’re hardly likely to 

have the calm and relaxing experience you crave. That’s why, for many, a 

beautiful bathroom is a very important part of their home and one that can 

enrich the lives of all those that use and enjoy it. 

 

So, how do you go about choosing the right bathroom? And how do you 

get it installed quickly and efficiently without any major disruption? And, 

more importantly, how do you avoid the many     pitfalls that can mean you 

end up wasting money and being disappointed with the end result? 

 

Well, it can be very tricky, but with the right help and guidance, coupled 

with reliable tradesmen that provide an exceptional level of service, the 

whole process can be a lot easier than you think. 

 

Which is exactly why we created this free guide! 

 

At MoreBathrooms, we want to make sure you get the right information to 

ensure you can select your new bathroom with confidence. 

 

That’s why our guide has been created using many years of experience & 

valuable industry knowledge and contains only factual information to help 

you make an informed decision.  

 

With that in mind, whatever your dream bathroom look like and however 

you plan to enjoy it, we hope our guide will prove useful in arming you with 

knowledge and helping you avoid costly errors.  

 

Of course, should you have any further questions, or require                 

specific guidance in any area discussed, please call our friendly team on 

0113 201 5030 or email us at info@more-bathrooms.co.uk and we’ll be 

happy to help. 



1. where do I start? 

So, you’ve decided that you and your family could benefit from a new                

bathroom, but what’s the next step and how do you make a start? The very 

first step is planning and to start with you’ll need to consider the space you 

have in your current bathroom and ideally, draw up a basic plan with              

measurements. For example, you should ask yourself questions such as: 

 What kind of style do I want? 

 How often will it be used and by how many people? 

 Do you want just a single sink, or a twin sink set up 

 Do you need a bath and a shower, or just one or the other 

 Will you have a shower over your bath or a separate shower unit? 

 What sort of taps and fittings would you like? 

 Do you require storage space for towels and toiletries? 

 What type of floor covering will you have? 

 Is there a particular colour scheme or theme you prefer? 

 What arrangements will needed for heating & lighting? 

 What accessories - heated towel rails etc, do you want? 

  

The first step is to get a fully qualified and reputable Bathroom                       

Specialist to help you achieve your dream bathroom. Many of the very best 

of these will offer a free, without obligation, survey and planning service that 

will take away all the major headaches associated with these stages of the 

process. In addition, they may provide you with a 2D, or even 3D, design 

showing you what your finished bathroom will look like and where                       

everything will be located. 

  

However, don’t just rush out and book an appointment with the first                      

company you happen to see or hear of. It’s important that you select the 

right people for you; and whilst this can be a challenge on its own, we’ve 

dedicated a whole section within out critical areas guide to help you. 

  

Then, once you’ve done that, you’ll need to sit down with your chosen        

company and decide exactly what it is you want from your bathroom and 

what facilities and features it will need to provide. From here your Bathroom 

Specialist will take accurate measurements of your bathroom and draw up a 

plan of what items you are having and where they will be situated within the 

room. 



2. bath options? 

Although there are many different types & styles of baths available, 

they are typically split into two main categories;  

 

1. freestanding  

2. panelled 

 

From there, the various styles include: 

  

acrylic baths 

  

These are the most widely fitted of all the types of bath and be-

cause of the material used, and can be moulded into virtually any 

shape. Being warm to the touch and very good at retaining heat, 

they are very strong, durable and can provide years of untroubled 

use. 

 

cast iron baths 

  

Probably the most traditional bath currently still in use, these are 

otherwise known as ‘Ball and claw’ baths because of the metal feet 

they usually stand on. 

  

corner baths 

  

As the name suggests, these offer an alternative to a rectangular 

bath and can also provide considerable extra space due to their 

wide design. A full corner bath has two equal sides and is ‘cake 

slice’ in shape whereas, half (or of offset) corner baths have one 

long side and one short, and appear a little like a rounded triangle. 

  

whirlpool ‘spa’ baths 

  

The ultimate in luxury, this type of bath pumps air and water 

through small jets fitted into the side of the bath. These can provide 

a bathing experience that varies between a gentle and invigorating 

massage and helps to relax you after a busy day at work. Similar, to 

these are spa baths which utilise only air to provide the bubbles 

through jets situated in the base of the bath. 



3. shower options? 

Usually, showers are either mounted on a wall above a bath with a 

side screen or curtain, or a completely separate enclosure / cubicle.  

  

In some cases, the shower can be incorporated into a bathroom 

without either of the above options – also known as a wet floor / 

room. This would involve the whole bathroom being made                         

watertight, usually with tiles, simply fixing the shower to the wall. 

The waste water simply drains away through plumbing built into the 

tiled floor. Wet room showers are extremely versatile and functional 

at the same time as they can be used to express a modern twist on 

the historic bathroom. 

  

Shower units themselves however fall into the following three                   

distinct categories: 

  

electric showers 

 

The most common showers available, these utilise a heater to 

warm up the water as it flows through the unit. There is no pump so 

the water pressure in your house governs the rate of flow. Power 

showers are a type of electric shower that do use a pump to provide 

a high pressure shower that can massage or invigorate depending 

on the mood of the user. 

  

manual showers 

 

These are very similar to a mixer tap on a sink or bath in that they 

use a hot and cold water pipe from your boiler to provide the water 

to the shower head. The user then controls the temperature,                   

normally by means of a lever that rotates left and right to balance 

the flow of hot and cold. 

  

thermostatic showers 

 

This type of shower is essentially a manual shower as described 

above, but one that uses a built-in thermostat to regulate the heat of 

the water flowing through the unit. This achieves a more even              

temperature as when it detects a rise or fall in the heat; it                           

automatically adjusts the flow of either the hot or cold water pipe, to 

compensate. 



4. basin options? 

Once you’ve got your initial plan and design together, you’ll want to 

consider the various types and styles of each separate item you 

plan to have installed in your new bathroom. 

  

To provide you with ideas and information on the features and                

benefits, we’ve detailed the most popular choices available starting 

with washbasins. 

  

All sinks provide you with the same function, but beyond that there 

are countless styles and designs to choose from which will all fit into 

four main categories: 

  

pedestal basins 

 

These are probably the most widely used sink style and typically 

they utilise a main ‘bowl’ section that sits on top of a ceramic stand 

or pedestal and the whole unit is then fixed to the wall. 

  

wall hung basins 

 

These are a more modern design and can look similar to a pedestal 

sink but have a smaller ‘bowl’ that sits on a much shorter stand or 

semi pod which does not touch the floor. The whole unit is fixed to 

the wall and once in place, it appears to be suspended in mid-air. 

  

vanity basins 

 

Using the very latest designs, these incorporate a bowl that stands 

on, or is slightly recessed into the top of a vanity unit, along with the 

taps that are can be situated behind or to one side of the bowl. 

  

en-suite & cloakroom basins 

 

Traditionally these are much smaller than standard sinks and are 

usually designed to fit into a corner of a room using a bracket to hold 

them to the wall, or to fit into a small unit or be inset into a worktop. 



5. styles of sanitary ware? 

Every home has at least one toilet and this integral part of all bathrooms 

can be in a wide range of types and styles dependent on the size, shape 

and plumbing layout of your bathroom.  The main types of toilet available 

today are as follows: 

close coupled toilet 

The most commonly found type of toilet that has a water tank (cistern) 

which sits directly on top of the toilet bowl. The cistern is then fixed to 

the wall and the bowl section fixed to the floor. 

low level toilet 

Very similar to the close coupled toilet, this type uses a cistern that is 

fixed to the wall, but this time sits slightly above the bowl and uses a 

short pipe to connect it together. As before, the bowl is fixed to the floor.  

high level toilet 

The most traditional type of toilet is the high level version that has its 

cistern situated very high up on the wall and uses a long pipe to get the 

water from one section to the other. The flush is normally activated using 

a chain and handle. 

back-to-wall toilet 

Utilising a false wall, or vanity unit, to hide the pipe work and cistern, this 

type of toilet has only the bowl visible and this is fitted to the floor, but 

tight against the false wall or vanity unit. 

wall mounted 

Utilising the very latest designs, these are very similar to the back-to-wall 

toilet in that the cistern and pipe work is usually hidden, this type has a 

bowl section that is fixed to the wall and therefore floats above the floor 

instead of sitting on it. 

bidets 

Standing around 35 to 40 cm high, bidets utilise a hot and cold water 

supply, normally to a mixer tap or fountain style spray and allow the use 

to benefit from a high level of hygiene after using the toilet. The unit uti-

lises a slight smaller and shallower bowl than on a toilet, with a pop-up 

plug that allows the water to drain away similar to a traditional sink, and 

once in place, the unit is fixed directly to the floor. 



6. building regulations approval? 

In the majority of cases where you are simply re-fitting an existing bath-

room or en-suite, there will be no requirement for Building    Regulation 

Approval. 

However, there are instances where this may be required, such as if your 

property is listed or if you intend to create your bathroom in a room that 

was previously not been used as such. Furthermore some gas and electri-

cal work may also require Building Regulation Approval.  

This is mainly to ensure that the new bathroom meets requirements with 

respect to its structural stability, fire and electrical safety as well as ventila-

tion and drainage.  

If this is the case with your project, you will need to take advice from the 

Bathroom Specialist you intend to work with. It may also be that you will 

require the services of a Surveyor or Architect to provide you additional 

guidance and possibly even formal plans to be submitted to your local 

council for approval. 

For the majority though, it’s fairly straightforward to have a new bathroom 

installed, although there are a few regulations that will need to be adhered 

to even though they do not require plans or a formal application. 

These are as follows:  

 All bathrooms and WC’s require ventilation, although this can simply 

be an opening window, or an extraction fan. 

 A bathroom or cloakroom containing a WC cannot be located where 

its door will open directly off a kitchen, living or dining room. 

 A bathroom can lead directly onto a bedroom, such as in the case of 

an En-suite, providing it is not the only bathroom in the property. 

 

In all cases, if you are in any doubt as to whether a particular area of you 

plan may potentially be a problem from a regulation point of view, you 

should seek advice from your Bathroom Specialist.  

To find out more about Building Regulations please visit:  

www.planningportal.gov.uk 

http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.planningportal.gov.uk%2F&h=RAQE4I6bN&s=1


7. require electrical work? 

However big your bathroom project will be, it’s very likely that you 

will need a certain amount of electrical work carried out which could 

affect your whole house; as additional wiring will require that your 

entire electrical system conform to the latest regulations.  

There are many areas that may require such work, including the 

addition of new lighting, shaver points, water pumps, electric              

shower units, extractor fans or possibly even a new boiler for your 

heating and hot water supply. 

For this reason, it is important that you decide early on in the design 

and planning stages exactly what bathroom items you require, and 

where you want them to be within the room.  

By doing this you can anticipate exactly what electrical installations 

you will need and where they will have to be, saving you time        

delays and potential extra costs caused by changing your mind at a 

later date. 

And of course, any electrical installation work needs to be carried by 

a competent and fully qualified electrician, particularly in a bathroom 

where water is present, and this area is covered by one of the              

regulations mentioned earlier. It may also be that having certain 

electrical work done for your bathroom, means you end up needing 

or having additional work carried out to other areas of you property. 

This can be due to many reasons including needing a new boiler, 

requiring additional circuits for your fuse box or even requiring a 

new consumer unit in place of an old fuse box. For all the various 

reasons, consideration must be given to this possibility when                 

budgeting for the electrical work. For help and advice you should 

talk to the Builder or Bathroom Specialist you intend to use for your 

project. 

Ideally they will directly employ, rather than contract work out to, a 

registered electrician who will be able to carry out all the required 

work and conduct the tests ensuring you and your family remain 

safe in your new bathroom. 



8. required plumbing work? 

The amount of plumbing work needed will of course, entirely                  

depend on the size and nature of your project. 

If you are creating a new bathroom in a room that was previously 

used in another way, the work required could even extend as far as 

requiring new water supply pipe work, central heating pipes or even 

new or additional drainage facilities. 

This throws up a number of potential challenges and requires care 

and attention in the planning phase of your bathroom project. Firstly, 

you’ll need to decide exactly what items you intend to include in 

your bathroom suite, where they will be located and from there, 

where the waste water will need to go to. 

Then, you will have to look at your current drainage to assess if it is 

sufficient to cope with any additional facilities you are installing into 

your bathroom. This is very important because if you do require  

additional drainage outside your property, this may, dependent on 

the scale of the work needed, lead to specific Building Regulation 

Approval (part7) being required. 

Whilst this work will be carried out by your Builders, rather than your 

plumber, the two jobs are naturally linked and you will need to                

consider this possibility during the initial planning phase. For that 

reason, it is best to seek specialist help and guidance, right from the 

start, so that you will know exactly what work is required and how 

this will affect your project. 

In addition, it is ideal if your chosen Builder can offer you a                 

complete project price that includes not only the cost of your                

bathroom suite items, but also the whole installation process                 

including the plumbing and electrical work. 

To ensure continuity, quality of workmanship and reliability, you 

should ensure that they employ their own qualified staff, rather than 

relying on contractors to work on their behalf. 



9. flooring options? 

If you’re having a new bathroom fitted, the likelihood is that you’ll need a new 

floor covering: either because the floorboards have to be lifted for plumbing 

and electrical work, or simply because the old covering is worn out. 

So, having decided that you need new flooring, what are the options                  

available and what benefits can they offer you and your family? 

tiles 

Whilst tiles can be perfect for a bathroom due to being hard wearing, easy to 

clean and waterproof, some consideration needs to be given to the fact that 

they can be cold and also slippery underfoot when wet. 

There are many shapes, sizes and patterns of tile available, normally made 

of either ceramic or glass, and many of them are specifically designed for 

use as floor tiles, rather than the smaller versions associated with kitchen 

and bathroom walls. 

vinyl flooring 

The latest high quality vinyl floors are increasing in popularity due to many 

benefits such as durability, softness, quietness underfoot and a feeling of 

warmth. There are many different patterns, designs, and textures and colours 

available, however this type of floor does require a specialist to fit it correctly 

and ensure it provides you with years of trouble free use. 

wooden boards 

If your property is an old house, you may be in a position to consider having 

your current floorboards sanded and then varnished or stained. This is a  

particularly good option if have chosen a traditional bathroom suite and want 

something in keeping with the period. 

Other alternatives are the wide range of modern wooden and laminate floor 

coverings that can be laid on top of your existing floor and fit together in               

sections normally using tongue and groove joints. These come in a variety of 

wood or wood effect finishes such as oak, pine and beech and are fairly 

straightforward to fit, especially if this is carried out by a professional. 

carpet 

A far softer and warmer covering than floor tiles, carpet is well known to us 

all, being the standard choice for the majority of other rooms within a house. 

The one major downside to carpet is that it will quickly get wet if too much 

water is splashed around and, therefore, is not a recommended choice for 

families with small children. 



10. what else is their to consider? 

It is very easy to get caught up in the excitement of a new bathroom and forget 

about a small number of options or choices that, whilst not obvious, may need some 

consideration. 

To help make sure you think about every little detail when planning your bathroom, 

we’ve created a list of additional topics you may wish to think about. 

tiling 

Whilst it is easy to take this for granted, the right tiling, done well, can really add a 

great deal to the overall look and feel of your new bathroom. There are many               

different approaches to this, from merely tiling your splash back areas around your 

bath, basin and shower, to a completely tiled wet room, but in all cases you should 

ideally leave the job to your chosen Builder or Bathroom Specialist to ensure a high 

quality end result. 

under floor heating 

As an alternative to installing a radiator that can take up extra wall space, you could 

consider having one the latest under floor heating systems installed. These not only 

provide an all over warmth, but can also help cut down on your fuel bills. This type 

of heating is particularly suitable if you opt for a tiled floor that, otherwise, can be 

cold underfoot, especially in the winter. 

your boiler 

With the additional plumbing and electrical work that will be required to complete 

your new bathroom installation, it is a good time to consider the condition of your 

current heating and hot water boiler. If it is already struggling to cope with the daily 

requirements for heating and hot water and you intend to install even more                  

demanding bathroom facilities, it may be a perfect time to have a new, more                 

efficient and cost effective boiler installed at the same time. This could save you 

money in labour charges by having two large and potentially inconvenient jobs             

carried out at the same time. 

accessories 

There are many smaller, but no less significant, items that bathrooms by design you 

may want to consider for your new bathroom such as: 

 taps and shower fittings 

 heated towel warmers or towel rails 

 standard or shaving mirrors 

 toilet roll holders 

 storage cupboards and shelving 

 soap dishes and toothbrush holders 



11. choosing the right company. 

Selecting the right company to design, plan and install your dream                    

bathroom is an extremely important decision and one that should not be  

taken lightly. 

Having a bathroom fitted can be extremely inconvenient due to the possible 

loss of basic facilities, as well as being potentially messy as a result of the 

removal of existing bathroom items and the impact the secondary work has 

on the rest of the house. 

Therefore, picking the right Builder or Bathroom Specialist can make the 

whole process proceed smoothly, efficiently and with the least amount of 

disruption for you and your family. However, making the wrong choice could 

mean you waste thousands of pounds in materials and labour costs caused 

by bad workmanship, delays in supply and misinterpretations of your needs. 

Worse still, you could find your project is left unfinished with none of the             

facilities plumbed in and you with a major problem on your hands. 

so, how do you decide on which company to appoint to supply and 

install your new bathroom? 

A very good way is a referral from a friend or family member. If you know of 

anyone that has had a bathroom fitted recently and was happy with the job, 

that company would be well worth approaching. If not, here are some very 

important things you should find out about any prospective Builder or                 

Bathroom Specialist you are considering: 

are they members of the relevant associations?  

The very best building companies producing exceptional quality work may 

be members of both The Federation of Master Builders (FMB), National 

Register of Warranted Builders (NRWB) and the Association of Plumbing & 

Heating (APH). 

can they provide testimonials and examples of their past work? 

If other people have used them and found their work to be good and you 

can see some of their work for yourself, you’re off to a good start. 

Can they help with all aspects of your build project? There are many               

specific areas to your new bathroom from supply and installation of the              

bathroom hardware and fittings, to electrics, plumbing, tiling, and possibly 

even flooring. To eliminate having to find individual suppliers for each, an 

exceptional building company will be able to take care of all these needs, 

with fully trained and registered staff. 



11. choosing the right company cont. 

do they employ all their staff and how qualified are they? 

This is a very important one, because although you’ll probably deal with a 

Designer or Surveyor at first, it’s the actual Builders themselves that                    

determine how good your finished project will be. You’ll want to make sure 

the company you are considering employs their own specialist staff rather 

than contracting out for certain jobs and in addition that those individuals are 

members of the relevant trade organisations. Below are a few of the trades 

that have their own governing associations: 

Plumbing & heating - APH 

Gas installers - CORGI, GAS SAFE 

Electricians - NIC EIC, ECA 

do they require full payment upfront?  

There are too many stories about honest people losing money to                           

unscrupulous Builders by paying out large sums of money upfront. Most 

good Builders or bathroom Specialists will have a stage payment scheme in 

place so you pay as they work, or they may even take a deposit upfront, but 

then invoice you for the remaining amount after the job has been finished to 

your satisfaction. If they’re not confident enough in their work to operate such 

a scheme, or at least one that’s similar, give them a wide berth! 

do they carry the right level of insurance? 

In the unfortunate event of any accidents occurring during the installation 

process, you want to be sure that there are no re-percussions for you as the 

homeowner. For that reason, it is extremely important that you check that 

your proposed Builder will obtain the appropriate level of Public Liability               

Insurance in place before they start work on your property. 

do they fully guarantee all aspects of their work?  

The single most important question you need to ask. After all, this is your 

dream bathroom and one that requires a significant investment on your part, 

so you’ll want it to be perfect. 

A good Bathroom Specialist will genuinely care about you and the finished 

result and will go out of their way to make sure you are delighted with their 

work. Futhermore if they’re confident of being able to do that, there’s no rea-

son why they shouldn’t offer a complete satisfaction guarantee. 



final advice. 

We genuinely hope this guide has given you some valuable information and has armed you with insider 

knowledge that will enable you to handle you bathroom project with real confidence. 

The whole process centres around getting the right advice and guidance, having a good 2D, or better still a 3D, 

design drawing made of your layout and finally, working with dependable, reliable and trustworthy trades people 

to install and deliver a high quality   finished bathroom. 

After that, it’s down to you to enjoy the fun bits, like choosing the decoration, curtains and other finishing items, 

as well as dreaming of how much you’ll enjoy those long, relaxing soaks in your new bath. 

So, good luck with your bathroom project and remember, if you have questions that have not been covered 

here, or if you would like to discuss your needs and requirements in greater detail, please contact us. 

 

call our friendly team on: 0113 201 5030 

email us at: info@more-bathrooms.co.uk 

visit our website: www.more-bathrooms.co.uk. 

visit our showroom: MoreBathrooms, Partnership House, 6 Hales Road, Wortley, Leeds, LS12 4PL 
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